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Chris Bible, a.k.a. the Peanut Dude, has been selling two-pound bags of 
boiled peanuts for eight years now at roadside locations all over town, and 
at festivals like the Southeastern Wildlife Exposition and Spring Jam. He’s 
also catered weddings. A Lowcountry native from a Navy family, he fondly 
recalls boiled peanuts being one of the best parts of childhood. He 
learned to make them as a teenager, and frequently gave them as gifts to 
friends and family.

Bible is a man that follows his passions. A former real estate agent, in 2007 
when the market began taking a dip, Bible looked to change his career. He 
decided to take his knack for making delicious boiled peanuts to the 
masses. Bible also fell in love with kiteboarding, so much that he became a 
certified instructor to share the sport with others. He says, “With the wind 
and the water, my mind is completely clear. The gift of the moment is what 
kiteboarding provides me.”

Fast-forward to the present, Bible has a thriving food business. He feels 
blessed and welcomed by the community and wants to return the favor. 
Charleston — whether it’s Downtown, West Ashley, East Cooper, North 
Charleston, James Island, or the Beaches — is loaded with creative talent 



in food, arts, crafts, and music. In selling peanuts, he’s made a lot of 
customers he prefers to call friends, and learned he’s not alone in this 
experience. Bible’s dreamed of expanding for years, but his new venture 
couldn’t be rushed. It required a lot of planning in order to achieve 
multiple goals: bridging more local creators with consumers in one 
location; selling local produce, music, jewelry, and art alongside the 
peanuts; and giving back to the community by nurturing future 
entrepreneurs; and educating young and old on backyard gardening.

Officially opened for business as of last week, Bible decided to name his 
new venture Carolina Local Roadside Market. After finding the perfect site 
at 819 Folly Road (next to Island Bar and Grill), Bible connected with 
Lowcountry Local First, a local non-profit dedicated the growth and 
support of locally-owned businesses. Thanks to LLF’s contacts and his own, 
Bible has the following local food suppliers already lined up: Charleston 
Cookie Company; Charleston Mix Bloody Mary Mix; Geechee Boy Grits; 
Hay Penny Confections; Holy Smoke Olive Oil; King of Pops Popsicles;  
Molly & Me Candied Pecans; Nicole’s Nutty Goodness Bars & Granola; 
and Smoky Bair Bloody Mary Rimmer & All-Purpose Seasoning, and don’t 
forget, fresh farm produce from McClellanville to Johns Island.

Carolina Local also has non-food suppliers, including: Artwork by Laura 
Martindale, Charleston Soap Chef, Children’s Book Bear, Dee Ruel Jewelry, 
Good Dog Bakery Dog Treats, Lauren Schüler Dog Collars & Accessories, 
Robert Moraska’s repurposed fabric and bamboo beach bags; Rick Case’s 
CHILL portable speakers, Socci balls (a sport invented on IOP), and albums 
by local acts like Stoplight Observations, Ryan Bonner, Band of Horses, 
and Sol Driven Train. Local music will also be playing for shoppers over 
locally created CHILL speakers. For those that don’t know, CHILL is a 
portable speaker system that connects to an iPhone via Bluetooth 
technology.



Bible says, “Carolina Local Roadside Market hopes to be a place of 
possibilities, where we share the journey with creators. it is possible, you 
can build a business from your passion. I am living proof.”

For more information on Carolina Local, see facebook.com/
carolinalocal or its website at carolinalocalmarket.com. For more on 
Bible, see his facebook page at facebook.com/thepeanutdude, or his 
website at www.thepeanutdude.com.
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